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Ranunculus californicus is rare and is being grown for seed production.  Photo L. Sollmann/USFWS

Camassia quamash, (common camas) are 
planted as bulbs. Photo L. Sollmann/USFWS

Weed Warriors Plant Native 
Plants on Protection Island 
This November a few volunteers returned to volunteering activities to assist 
Refuge staff for a day of intensive planting on Protection Island. Since this 
activity is outdoors and can be performed with physical distancing, it has been 
determined to be safe. 
  
Thousands of plants were planted, including: camas, onions, yarrow, and  
plantain. Plants were grown locally specifically for use on Protection Island.  
Seeds of the rare Ranunculus californicus were collected in the San Juan Islands,
and are now being grown for seed production for future planting. Refuge staff are 
also growing new plants from seeds collected on Protection Island.

                Additional photos on page 2

Follow Friends
on social media

@FriendsOfDNWR

https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofDNWR
https://twitter.com/FriendsofDNWR
https://www.instagram.com/FriendsofDNWR/
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contacts
Friends of Dungeness 
National Wildlife Refuge
715 Holgerson Rd.
Sequim, WA 98382
 
www.fodnwr.org
 
Friends Email
fodnwr@gmail.com
 
Refuge Phone
(360) 457-8451

friends board
of directors
Ellie Ausmus, Secretary

Bruce Brod, Treasurer

Jessie Christiansen

Linda Gutowski

Jeanie McNamara, Vice Pres.

Jason West, President

Judith White

friends
committees
Environmental Education
Linda Gutowski

Environmental Restoration
Jessie Christiansen

Membership
Ellie Ausmus

Outreach
Jason West

Refuge Protection
Judith White

Balsamorhiza deltoidea, or Balsamroot, are planted as plugs.  Photo L. Sollmann/USFWS

Brodiaea coronaria, common name Harvest brodiaea, planted as bulbs.   Photo L. Sollmann/USFWS
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Sign up for AmazonSmile
and select Friends of  

Dungeness National Wildlife 
Refuge as your 

designated charity.
Amazon will donate 0.5%
of the price of your eligible

purchase to Friends.

smile.amazon.com

2021 Annual Meeting  
Friends held our annual meeting online again this year. For those of you who were 
able to join us, we thank you for attending. In case you missed it here’s a recap of 
what took place:

Friends Mission
The purpose of the Friends is to promote the conservation of the natural and cultural 
resources of the Washington Maritime National Wildlife Refuge Complex, and engage 
in educational, charitable, scientific, and civic activities that will increase public 
awareness and assist management in accomplishing Refuge goals.

Election of Board Members 
2022 Friends of Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge board members are: 
Ellie Ausmus
Bruce Brod
Jessie Christiansen 
Linda Gutowski
Jeanie McNamara
Jason West 
Judith White

Review of 2021 Accomplishments
Together the Friends Board and Friends volunteers volunteered hundreds of hours 
in 2021 to support the Washington Maritime NWR Complex. Here are some of 
the things we accomplished this year:

• Provided ASAP grants to Refuge

• Provided written testimony to US House of Rep Appropriations Subcommittee   
   regarding support and funding of the National Wildlife Refuge System

• Board information & policy manuals printed and distributed to each  
   board member

• Worked on board governance

• Published quarterly newsletter

• Updated web site and social media

• Donated to Project Swan Safe and provided awareness of the issue

• Aquaculture – informed of project updates, wrote articles, sent letters

• Refuge Protection – educated kayak rentals about refuge boundaries

• First virtual program – Birds of the Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge

• Set up YouTube channel with first educational video

• Awarded two Sequim High School seniors with Maxwell Awards

• Weed Warriors on Protection Island planting in November 2021

Preparing to head south.

https://smile.amazon.com/
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Leaves turning in early October 2021. 

2022 Friends Goals & Needs  
While the pandemic has seriously impacted the Refuge, the Refuge Volunteer 
Program, and Friends activities, we are optimistic that some traditional activities 
may resume in the new year. Here are our goals for 2022:

• Create additional online environmental education programs

• Continue to monitor aquaculture and other threats to Refuge wildlife

• Continue to provide ASAP Grants to the Refuge as needed

• Publish quarterly newsletter

• Continue to engage members and the community via social media

• Award two Maxwell Awards 

• Continue Weed Warriors efforts to restore native habitat

• Fundraising for Protection Island poster 

• Restart planning for Discovery Day when possible

• Assist Refuge staff with a virtual volunteer training program

Things we could use help with:

• Social media manager

• Grant writing

• Legal expertise

• Fundraising 

• Assistance with online presentations/digital events/virtual programs

October storms wash kelp onto the Spit.
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Flocks over Dungeness NWR and Dungeness Bay in late October preparing for their journey.   Photo J. West
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Donate to Friends today! 

Click here to visit the
Friends Donation Page

Thank you!

DONATE

A Donation to Friends
Friends of Dungeness National Wildlife Refuge is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
organization that supports the Refuge and its wildlife. 

A donation to Friends is a great way to support Dungeness National Wildlife  
Refuge and the other five Refuges within the Washington Maritime NWR  
Complex. Friends use donated funds to support environmental education  
programs, native plant and habitat restoration, removal of invasive species,  
refuge protection, and local students pursuing a path in environmental science
or wildlife education. 

Your donation may qualify for a tax reduction:

Deduction for individuals who don’t itemize
Usually taxpayers who take the standard deduction cannot deduct their charitable 
contributions. The law now permits taxpayers to claim a limited deduction on their 
2021 federal income tax returns for cash contributions they made to certain qualifying 
charitable organizations.

These taxpayers, including married individuals filing separate returns, can claim a 
deduction of up to $300 for cash contributions to qualifying charities during 2021. 
The maximum deduction is $600 for married individuals filing joint returns.

Read more: 
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/expanded-tax-benefits-help-individuals-and-businesses-give-to-charity-in-2021

Please visit our web site to make a donation today: 
http://www.fodnwr.org/donatetofriends.html

October storms wash kelp onto the Spit.

Autumn sunrise over Dungeness Bay looking from Cline Spit toward Dungeness NWR and the Olympic Mountains. 

http://www.fodnwr.org/donatetofriends.html

